The term “master-planned community” is much
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abused in development circles. At the small end,

a basic subdivision with an entry statement can
claim to be “master-planned” in its marketing

material. At the other end of the scale is Australia’s
largest single master-planned community, which
is redefining the term. “Master-planned city” might

be more appropriate. Ultimately home to more
than 75,000 residents and potentially one million

square metres of commercial space, it's Greater
Springfield. And it all comes under the control of
one man: Maha Sinnathamby.

words+pics ross alliott

For a man who debuted on BRWs “Rich List”
in 2004 with an estimated $322 million (he
detests the “Rich List” and insists he doesn't
really know what he's worth and that he
doesn't care), Maha Sinnathamby is not what
you'd expect in a highly successful private
property developer. Usually quietly spoken and
mecha shy (despite numerous appearances, he
doesn’t like cloing Interviews), it's only when the
topic tums 1o his greal passions — Sprngfiekd and
education —that his fervolir becomes obvious.
Thetone in his voice lifts and he fixes you with a

Stealy gaze as his hand grips your arm. "You mist
understand — we're building a city hera," he will say,
“not just a development, but an entire city!”

Maha knows only too well thal his vision for
Greater Springfield wasn'l shared by many outside
e small team that started out with the Springfieid
development 14 years ago. He's had plenty of
dowbters, all of whom he has proved wrong.

This, combingd with his unlimited passion for the
development, goes towards explaining his personal
commitiment to tum everyone he meets info a
Gireater Springfield convert.


















